
     

 
 

 

January, February, March 2017 
 

Letter from the Administrator:   
 

Let me begin by wishing you a very happy, healthy, and joyous 2017.   Even though the 
months and years seem to fly by – I hope you take a moment to enjoy the day and 
everything special to you.   As is typical at the end of a year, we’d like to do our year in 
review. 

 
This past year, we’ve been voted the Best Senior Living Facility - for the sixth year in a row – by 
Appleton’s Best of the Valley.  Brewster Village has also been recognized to be one of the Best 
Nursing Homes by US News and World Report.  We also hold a  Five Star rating by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid.  CMS created the Five-Star Quality Rating System to help consumers, their 
families, and caregivers compare nursing homes more easily and to help identify areas about which 
you may want to ask questions.  We are very proud of these accomplishments. 
 
The Asylum: Out of the Shadows exhibit debuted at the History Museum at the Castle in Appleton.  
It describes life and medical treatments of the Outagamie County Asylum.  This exhibit sheds light on 
the stories about the people who experienced the facility from its opening in 1890 to the present. 
 
As described on the next page, our Cycling Without Age program is taking off.  We are expecting 
another rickshaw delivery in the Spring.  This program has proven to bring many smiles to the rider’s 
– and the driver’s – faces.  This is made possible with partnerships between Brewster Village, Fox 
Cities Greenways, Inc. (FCGI), and Fox Cities Cycling Association (FCCA) 
 
We were also chosen to participate in downtown Appleton’s Christmas parade.  You may have seen 
us on tv – it was a great time!  The festive bus was full of some of our villagers, with staff walking 
alongside. The rickshaw was also in the parade.  It was a wonderful way for us to kick off the season.    
  
We have also had our state surveyors conduct their annual inspection in November.  The survey is 
done to make sure nursing homes are in compliance with all federal requirements for nursing homes 
participating in the Medicare and Medicaid programs.  After the inspections, we had no Life Safety 
Code violations, and two alleged deficiencies in the health area.  Those deficiencies were 
treatment/care for special needs, and infection control/prevention.  Both of these citations have been 
corrected and approved by the Department of Health Services.  This outcome is far below average in 
terms of the number of cited practices.  We are pleased that this somewhat objective snapshot of 
what we do was found to be in compliance with the surmountable requirements we are held to.  
Overall, this is a very good testament to the exceptional care provided to our villagers.   
 
These accolades and partnerships do not come easy.  We have a compassionate and dedicated 
team of employees who value our villagers’ choices, encourage independence, and take the time to 
make our villagers feel at home. We are so grateful to have that compassionate and committed team 
and value and appreciate their service immensely.   
 
Sincerely,  
Morgan Hinkley, Administrator 
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We will be getting another rickshaw sometime in the spring.  The new one will 
have a drop footrest for easier access, however, this feature will not be 
available until sometime in February.  As soon as they are available we are at 

the front of the line to get one.  In the meantime we continue to fund raise in order to add to our fleet.  
Should you wish to participate in this great project, you can donate to the program by  contacting  Fox 
Cities Greenways at fcgreenways@gmail.com  
  
To become a volunteer pilot (driver/operator of the rickshaw) contact Brewster Village at 920 832-5399.   
  
       

 
Volunteer Spotlight Jim is a volunteer here at Brewster Village that works 

in the cafe area.  He is 80 years old and loves being able to spend 
time here.  Jim's original plan was to volunteer here with his wife while 
she was living here but after she passed away he decided to carry on 
with those plans and her wishes.  We would like to send a big thank 
you to Jim from all of us here at Brewster. 
 
 
 
Looking for something to do this winter?  Visit Appleton’s History 
Museum at the Castle - Asylum: Out of the Shadows.   It explores the 
long history of behavioral and mental health told through the history of 
the Outagamie County Asylum for the Insane. By focusing on the 
individuals who lived and worked there, this exhibit sheds light on the 
institution, personalizes the stories of the villagers, and helps remove 
stigma.   Hours are Tuesday - Sunday, 11:00 am - 4:00 pm  Special 
holiday hours. Opened November 17, 2016 

History Museum at the Castle 
330 E. College Ave. 
Appleton, WI 54911                     For more Information http://www.myhistorymuseum.org/visit.html  
 
 

BREWSTER VILLAGE BIRD FEEDING GUIDELINE 
 
As fall and winter draws nearer, there have been several inquiries regarding bird feeding. 
Staff and villagers alike have asked for clarification on what types of bird seed are allowed if 
any. As you may recall, we had a major rodent issue two years ago. At that time, we placed 
a ban on commercial bird seed and removed feeders that dispense bird seed mixes and 

sunflowers. This has been very effective in reducing our mouse problem. We wish to continue with this 
practice. Therefore please note the following guidelines regarding wild bird feeding. 
 
Only two types of products are allowed for feeding wild bird during the fall and winter, seasons, they are 
as follows: 
 
1. Suet is allowed, but it must be hung on a shepherds hook, and it must be in a wire cage or some 
other type of container that prevents large pieces of suet from falling to the ground. 
 
2. The only type of seed allowed will be Nyjer seed. Please make sure when buying seed that it is 
Nyjer seed not thistle seed. Nyjer seed is heat treated before packaging to prevent germination if they 
fall to the ground and the seed husks are very small and provide little or no nutritional value to mice. 



One thing to note if Nyjer seed is going to be used, the feeder must be specifically designed for Nyjer 
seed. These feeders have very small ports which prevent spillage and pretty much limits most birds 
(other than finches) from utilizing the feeder. Also, Nyjer seed can be purchased in mesh bags which 
can be hung from shepherd’s hooks. This is also acceptable as long as the bag is replaced before it 
deteriorates to the point in which it falls apart. Nyjer seed cannot be used with other types of feeders 
(mixed bird seed and sunflower feeders) because of spillage issues due to its small size.  
 

 
Visit our website at www.brewstervillage.org  You can also catch up with us on 

Facebook     www.facebook.com/brewstervillage    
 

http://www.brewstervillage.org/
http://www.facebook.com/brewstervillage

