
     

 
 

 

October, November, December 2016 
 

Letter from the Administrator:   
 
It’s time to celebrate!  Brewster Village will be hosting an open house on Monday, October 17 from 
4 to 7 p.m. in the community center to celebrate 15 years in its building. Appetizers and 
refreshments will be served.  Door prizes, career opportunities, rickshaw rides, a display on the 
history of the asylum, and more will be available.  We hope you can join us! 
 
Yes, that’s right, 15 years!  October 1, 2001 was no ordinary day for Outagamie County and the 
skilled nursing care industry.  Notably, it was the day that 194 people moved from Outagamie 
County Health Center to their new, state-of-the-art home, Brewster Village. A  tremendous deal of 
thought, consideration, and planning went into creating a place for people to live meaningful lives 
and also receive top notch care.  
 
Fast forward 15 years, twelve of those 194 people still live at Brewster Village today, and we 
continue to take a great deal of pride in carrying out our vision, “…being a community where 
individuals receive services that emphasize independence and freedom of choice so that they 
continue to lead productive and fulfilling lives”. We are an organization of which industry leaders 
from across the country flock to learn how they may bring a piece of what Brewster Village does 
best back to their communities. Throughout the last 15 years we have persisted to evolve; always 
striving to be better with our vision and mission in mind. In doing so, we are proud to have touched 
and enriched the lives of over 1500 people and their families! 
 
We have all been impressed by the Brewster Village community and are grateful for the enriching 
memories we have created together. Again, we hope that you can join us on October 17th, to not 
only celebrate this milestone year, but also pay tribute and gratitude to those more than 1500 
individuals and their families for entrusting us with their care and supporting one another to foster 
continued independence and fulfilling lives. 
 
Sincerely, Morgan Hinkley, Administrator 
 
 
                            Sensory Garden 

 
We are excited to announce we are planning the first of three Sensory Gardens 
located in each of the courtyards of Atrium I.  As all of us know, those who have 
dementia benefit from sensory stimulation. We hope to enhance the quality of life 
for those living with dementia through development and use of Sensory Gardens. 
We are beginning this project with the Orchard courtyard this fall.  It’s our goal to 
complete the first Sensory Garden sometime next summer. The following is an 
outline of what needs to occur: 
 

Stage 1: Removal of select vegetation and shrubs currently located in the Orchard courtyard.  This 
includes the transplanting of existing plants to designated locations elsewhere on Brewster Village 
grounds. Once these tasks are complete, we need to prepare the soil for spring planting.  This phase 
is scheduled for the weekend of October 8th/9th from 9:00 AM-3PM. If we have inclement weather, the 
dates will be October 22nd/23rd. 
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Stage 2: Planting and laying mulch.  We hope to complete this phase in early spring, depending on 
weather, so that we can enjoy the gardens for the rest of 2017. 
  
Thus far, the funding for the first Sensory Garden has come solely from monetary memorials 
designated for Atrium 1.  In order for the gardens to be completed, we are relying on volunteers, 
donations and fundraisers.  Jim Beard, who recently retired as the Director of Landscaping 
Department at Fox Valley Technical College, is generously giving us his time and his expertise. He is 
our “guiding director” for the first Sensory Garden. 
 
We will need a large workforce to accomplish Stage I in October. If a bit of dirt doesn’t bother you, we 
invite you to participate for a few hours, the entire day, or both days if you’d like. The more the 
merrier! We will need many hands to help bring the Sensory Garden to life.  If you do volunteer, we 
would like you to bring your favorite gardening tool(s). Brewster Village will provide a light meal for 
volunteers during the weekend work bee.   
 
Please RSVP by contacting either: 
        Krysta Busse @ 920-225-1909 or email Krysta.Busse@outagamie.org  
        Yvonne Rochon @ 920-225-1959 or email: Yvonne.Rochon@outagamie.org  
 
Please note that we are only sending this letter to the primary contact listed on the face sheet of 
those residing in  Atrium I.  We would greatly appreciate it if you would extend this invitation to other 
family and friends to volunteer in October. Also, if you or anyone else would like to make a monetary 
donation, you may do so by stopping by the bank window and inform Patti Howard that your donation 
is designated for the Sensory Garden. 
 
Thank you and we look forward from hearing from you! 
 
With warm regards,  
Krysta and Yvonne 
 

 

Trick or Treat Time -  
On Sunday, October 30, 2016 from 1:30 – 3:00 p.m., we will be having our annual 
trick or treat at Brewster Village. All children of villager family members and 
children of staff are invited.  Since this has become such a huge success, we 
would appreciate donations of candy for our residents to pass out to the little 
ghosties and ghoulies or a cash donation to purchase the candy.  Please drop off your bags of 
individually wrapped candy at the decorated container in the front entrance of Brewster Village.  

Happy Halloween! 
 

 
Holiday Parties:  Please mark your calendars for the following holiday celebrations: 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Heritage Square One:  December 10th 1:30-4:00 P.M.  
Atrium Two:  December 10th 1:30-3:30 P.M.  
Heritage Square Two:  December 14th 6:30-8:00 P.M.  
Symphony Place: December 15th 5:30-7:30 P.M.  
Atrium One: January 14th 1:30-3:00 P.M.  
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Up to 20% of the U.S. will get the FLU, Don't let it be you! 
Here are some Tips to Prevent the Spread of the FLU 

1. Get Vaccinated - This is the number one way to protect yourself and those around you. 
2. Wash your hands with soap and water often, keep sanitizer close. 
3. Stay at home when you are sick for at-least 24* after your fever resolves.  
4. Exercise- it boosts your immune system and speeds recovery from illness. 
5. Eat a balanced diet- eating right strengthens your immune system. 
6. Avoid touching your face- this is the easiest way for germs to enter your body. 
7. Get enough rest- An average adult needs 7-8 hours of sleep a night to keep a healthy immune system.  

Common FLU Myths 
1. The FLU shot can give me the FLU- The flu shot is an inactivated virus and cannot give you the flu.  
2. Its better to get the FLU than to get the Vaccine- Wrong many complications arise from the flu including 
hospitalizations and even death   
3. Vaccines are not proven to prevent the FLU- vaccines are created from current circulating strains and antibodies in the 
vaccines assist in preventing the illness  
4. I should wait to get vaccinated so that I'm covered through the entire season- after vaccination it takes 2 weeks for 
antibodies to build up in your system, get vaccinated right away when the shots are offered.  

 

Upcoming Holiday Items and Reminders: 
 Thank you, but please no gift giving to Brewster Village employees.  Per administrative code, we are 

unable to accept gifts.   

 Extension cords are not allowed in the villager’s room. 

 No open flames. 

 If you need a gift idea for your villager, consider this - Put a deposit in the business office bank account 
for your villager to use for outings, beauty salon, or in the café. 

 Artificial trees and wreaths are ok, but no cut trees or fresh wreaths.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL FROM BREWSTER VILLAGE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Characteristic Common Cold Influenza 
Onset of Symptoms Gradual Onset Sudden Onset 

Sneezing Common Occasional 

Sore Throat and Cough  Mild- Peaks at day 2-3 Starts with early symptoms 

Muscle Aches Slight Severe 

Malaise/Fatigue Mild Severe 

Chest Symptoms Heavy feeling/Mild Burning feeling 

Duration 3-4 days Up to 6-7 days 

Fever Mild or none, usually less than 
100* 

High fever, usually between 
102*-104* 



Cycling Without Age – Our rickshaw program is a huge success!     
 

The program, whereby three organizations -  Fox Cities Greenways, Fox 
Cities Cycling Association, and Brewster Village established a Cycling Without 
Age program – with the rickshaw to be located at Brewster Village.  This 
program provides nursing home residents and people in our community with 
differing abilities the opportunity to experience the joys of nature and socialize.  

  
During the winter months, we are able to give rides inside the building.   
 

Due to the popularity and success of the program, we are also seeking to build a fleet of rickshaws. To 
donate to the program contact Fox Cities Greenways at fcgreenways@gmail.com  

  
 

 
Alzheimer's Association Walk to End Alzheimer's – Thanks to bake sales, silent auctions, donations, 
and walk participation coordinated by staff from Atrium First Floor, we were able to donate nearly $800 to 
the Alzheimer's Association! The entire team works closely with many people living with Alzheimer's 
Disease and other related dementia, so the contributions and efforts were certainly prompted by their caring 
and passionate hearts. Thank you to ALL who unselfishly coordinated, donated, and participated! Your 
many heartfelt efforts are absolutely and graciously appreciated! 
 
 

 
 

 
Visit our website at www.brewstervillage.org  You can also catch up with us on Facebook     

www.facebook.com/brewstervillage    
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.brewstervillage.org/
http://www.facebook.com/brewstervillage

