
     

 
 

 

April, May, June 2016 
 

Letter from the Administrator:   
 
“Spring makes its own statement, so loud and clear that the gardener seems to be only one of 
the instruments, not the composer.” ~Geoffrey B. Charlesworth   It seems the winters get longer 
and longer, and the anticipation for spring and summer months grows more intense every year.  
The same holds true for us at Brewster Village.  This newsletter addresses some of the exciting 
changes we are undergoing.   One of these changes is addressed in the “Calling All Garden 
Enthusiasts” article by Randy Mohnen, our Director of Environmental Services.  Even though we 
will experience a different avenue to achieve our beautiful landscape, we will learn and grow 
with the change.  Another exciting change you will notice is the redecorating of our living 
spaces.  We will be celebrating our 15th year at Brewster Village on October 1, so it is time for 
some updating.  We have more modern furniture in the lobby, Town Center, and new furniture, 
painting, and décor to refresh some of our neighborhoods and households.  The residents have 
contributed their opinions on how these areas should look, and we think they are turning out 
beautifully.  This will be an ongoing process, household by household, so please bear with us.  
It will be worth it.   
  
On a side note, we are always looking for interesting collections to display in our cabinet in the 
lobby.  So many residents and visitors stop and investigate and reminisce, particularly when 
they have some history behind them.  We’ve had wedding attire and photos, antiques, dishes, 
tins, and most recently, an Adler Brau display.   If you have something you’d like to show off, 
we’d like to help.  The cabinet is locked, so whatever you’d like to display is secure.  Please 
contact our Administrative Assistant at (920) 832-5399 if you’d be interested in this. 
 
So, take a moment, breath the fresh air, feel the sunshine on your face, and notice the flowers 
emerging from their winter’s sleep.  We all have much to look forward to.   
 
Please let us know if you have questions, comments, or concerns.   
 
Sincerely, Morgan Hinkley   
  
 
Calling All “Gardening Enthusiasts”: 
 

For the past five years, we have been fortunate enough to be involved in a 
partnership with Jim Beard and his students from Fox Valley Tech’s Horticulture 
Department.  The students from FVTC, with Jim’s guidance and leadership, 
have been involved in the planting and care of our flower beds, and the building 

of the pergolas and sitting areas along our sidewalks.  This has been a win/win 
partnership for both Brewster Village and the horticulture students.  The students gain 

practical experience in plant maintenance and landscape construction, while Brewster 
Village benefits from the time and energy they have devoted working and learning here and 
Jim’s experience in the horticulture field. 
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Unfortunately for us, Jim is retiring from Fox Valley Tech this May so he will no longer be 
bringing his classes to work here at Brewster Village.  Our hope is to continue to have a working 
relationship with the Horticulture Department at Fox Valley Tech. 
 
Therefore, we are looking for individuals with a green thumb who may be interested in 
volunteering time over the course of this spring and summer to assist in the maintenance of our 
flower beds.  The amount of commitment you wish to make is up to you.  We just ask that once 
you make the commitment, you honor it until the end of summer.  If you do not have the time to 
commit to working on the grounds, perhaps you would be willing to make a monetary donation 
for the purchase of plants for Brewster Village courtyards.  For the past five years, Jim and his 
horticulture students grew thousands of plants in their greenhouse and donated these to 
Brewster Village to be planted on our grounds.  Again with Jim’s retirement, the availability of 
these plants, at least the quantity of plants, is in doubt.   Regardless of your choice, the villagers 
will benefit from your commitment and generosity.  If you are interested, please contact Randy 
Mohnen, Director of Environmental Services (920-225-1978) for more information. 
 
National Volunteer Week:  April 10-16  

 
Brewster Village would like to thank ALL VOLUNTEERS that give of their time to help touch 
the lives of those that live here.  In honor of National Volunteer Week, I would like to thank all 
our volunteers for enriching the lives of those that live and work here.  Brewster Village is lucky 
to have volunteers from a wide array of resources such as local schools, Lawrence University, 
churches, Volunteer Connection, villagers that live at Brewster Village and the general 
community who just wants to volunteer to brighten the lives of others.   Volunteers offer a wide 
array of help at Brewster Village by assisting with activities, helping with 
community outings, hosting the café, helping the villagers get to and from 
the beauty salon, providing entertainment, leading worship services, 
organizing the library, providing individual time and so much more.  We can’t 
express how much we appreciate all of the dedication and compassion our 
volunteers have provided over the year....  

 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a volunteer at Brewster Village, please 
contact Lisa Pingel at 832-5409 or email at Lisa.Pingel@Outagamie.org.   
 
Summer Hours   
 
The Brewster Village business office will be open from 7:00 am until 3:30 pm Monday through 
Friday effective Tuesday, May 31 through Friday, September 2nd.  Villagers will continue to be 
served at the bank window until 4:00 pm.  After 4:00 pm and on weekends, villager funds are 
always available from the nursing supervisor at 225-1980.  Regular office hours of 8 am 
through 4:30 pm Monday through Friday will resume on Tuesday, September 6th.  We will be 
closed on Monday, May 30 (Memorial Day); Monday, July 4th, and Monday, September 5th 
(Labor Day).  

 
Brewster Village is excited to begin looking into a program called “Cycling Without 
Age” – The Right to Wind in Your Hair.   The program began in Copenhagen in 2012.  
Basically, it allows residents who can no longer ride a bike the opportunity to 
experience many of cycling’s benefits – taking in the surroundings, fresh air, and 
visiting with others.  We’re looking into partnerships to purchase special bicycles with rickshaws 
to provide this opportunity, not only for our residents, but others as well.   The program is built 
around five key principles of Generosity, Slowness, Storytelling, Relationships and Without Age.  
We’ll keep you informed on the progress of this exciting concept. 

  
Visit our website at www.brewstervillage.org  You can also catch up with us on Facebook     

www.facebook.com/brewstervillage    
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